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1. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft regulations to establish corporate 
joint committees. As many are framed around principal councils, our comments do not easily 
fit the 24 set consultation questions. Please accept the following as our response.

2. National Parks are designated for their national significance as landscapes of exceptional scenic 
beauty of value to the Nation (CCW 2007 1.16).  1

3. Government Orders designating Snowdonia, Pembrokeshire Coast and finally the Brecon 
Beacons as National Parks were confirmed on 18.10.1951, 29.02.1952 and 17.04.1957 
respectively. 

4. The fundamental decision made on designation was that, within each of Wales’ National Parks, 
two purposes for which land might be used and developed stand supreme. All other uses, by 
no means excluded from National Parks, being so limited and controlled as to harmonise with 
these purposes.

5. The purposes are: 
 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the 

National Park; and,
 To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the special 

qualities of the National Parks.

6. Party to a Statement of Compliance signed by the three Welsh National Park Authorities, 
Wales’ National Parks are recognised as Category V Protected Areas by the International 
Union Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the World Database of Protected Areas. 
Accordingly, the IUCN expects the National Park Authorities’ management plans to give a 
high priority to the conservation of nature. 

7. Extant joint Welsh Government and Countryside Commission for Wales guidance2, 
recognises National Park Management Plans as being of national importance, prevailing over 
regional and local policy as it is delivered in the National Parks.

8. The significance of National Park Authorities (on which national and local appointees serve 
together the national and local interest) is recognised by Section 4A (2) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990, brought into force on 1st April 1996 by Article 5 (1) of The National Park 
Authorities (Wales) Order 1995. 

1 CCW (2007) Guidance on the development of Management Plans for National Parks para 1.16
2 Paragraph 4.45, Page 26. https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/National-
Parks-Management-Plans-Guideance-English-2007.pdf Accessed 13.11.2020

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/4A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/4A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/2803/article/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1995/2803/article/5
https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/National-Parks-Management-Plans-Guideance-English-2007.pdf
https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/National-Parks-Management-Plans-Guideance-English-2007.pdf
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9. From this it is clear that the National Park authority for the Park shall be the sole local 
planning authority for the area of the Park and, accordingly—

(a)functions conferred by or under the planning Acts on a planning 
authority of any description (including the functions of a mineral planning authority 
under those Acts and under the Planning and Compensation Act 1991) shall, in 
relation to the Park, be functions of the National Park authority, and not 
of any other authority; and

(b)so much of the area of any other authority as is included in the Park shall be treated 
as excluded from any area for which that other authority is a planning authority of 
any description.

10. We agree with this position and do not see the case for changing it. We have significant 
concerns that the proposed approach risks undermining the quality of National Parks in Wales.

11. We question whether Section 4A (2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 has been 
significantly amended by either The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 or the Planning 
Wales Act 2015. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 makes it clear that 
references to a local planning authority are to be construed as references to a strategic 
planning panel (60 J (4) (a)).

12. We question how the proposed regulations conform with Section 4A (2) of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 ?

13. However, should the regulations be pursued when acting in a strategic planning capacity within 
National Parks, we consider that Corporate Joint Committees must be subject to the same 
National Park purposes as National Park Authorities. Furthermore, that when the additional 
general purpose to pursue sustainable management of natural resources is placed on National 
Park Authorities, this must also apply to Corporate Joint Committees. 

14. Where acting in other capacities, the Environment Act (1995) s 62 (2) duty must apply to 
Corporate Joint Committees. 

15. Detailed observations on the draft regulations are included in Appendix 1.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/4A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/part/6
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/4/part/3/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/4/part/3/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/4A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/section/4A


1

Appendix 1. 

Detailed observations on draft regulations. 

Part 1

Regulation 2 - Mid Wales Regulations only

“the Brecon Beacons member” (“aelod Eryri”) Correction: “Aelod Bannau Brycheiniog”

Part 2

Schedule 1 – Transfer of staff. This should equally apply to the transfer of National Park Authority 
staff.

Paragraph 6 – Include veto for “the National Park member” in relation to the to the exercise of 
strategic planning functions where they impact a National Park.

Part 3 

Regulation 8 (1) - “the National Park member” must be able to co-opt members likewise.

Part 4 

No comment.

Part 5 

No comment.


